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of  Rochester. 


City 


Report  as  to  Urban  District. 


1  Iealth  Dkpartm ent, 

Guildhall, 

March  ISth ,  1925. 


To  The  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  of  the  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Report  as  to  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  your  District  for  the  year  11)24. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  requires  a  full  and  detailed  Report,  which  is  called  a 
Survey  Report,  every  five  years;  in  the  intervening  years  a  more  simple  Report,  called  an 
Ordinary  Report,  is  required.  The  present  Report  is  the  fourth  Ordinary  Report.  The 
Report  for  1925  will  end  the  lustrum  and  will  be  a  Survey  Report,  on  lines  similar  to  the 
Report  for  1920. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Medical  OJficcr  oj  Health. 


\.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

2936 

,  f  Birth  Rate  32490 
)  Death  Rate  32090 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  0921)  ...  ...  ...  7076 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921)  ...  ...  7244 

Rateable  Value  (Poor  Rate)  ...  ...  ...  ...  £144278 

(General  District  Rate)  ...  ...  ...  £135991 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate : — 

Borough  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £591 

Education  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £581 

General  District  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £555 


Area  (acres) 
Population  ( 1 924) 


2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR, 


Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Deaths 

Number  of  Women  dying 


in, 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

522 

25 1 

271 

24 

11 

13 

369 

178 

191 

or  in 

consequence 

of,  childbirth 

Birth  Rate  (K.u.)  16\S 

I  >eath  Rate  (u.c.)  1P4 
t  From  Sepsis  0 

(Other  Causes  1 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OE  AGE  RER  1000  BIRTHS 


Legitimate,  59-3  Illegitimate,  83-3 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

„  „  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages) 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Total,  60-4 
0 


•J 

O 


0 


3 


4 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Noil-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

3 

3 

2 

2 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

IS 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

20 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

25 

7 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

35 

5 

4 

1 

-» 

J 

2 

45 

3 

2 

2 

55 

• 

2 

1 

65  &  upwards 

i 

i 

Totals 

20 

'9 

6 

7 

1  1 

12 

2 

8 

From  this  Table  are  excluded  2  cases  of  Pulmonary,  and  15  eases  of  Nun-Pulmonary 
Tubeieulosis  which  were  notifieu  in,  but  did  not  belong  to  the  District. 

The  Registrar  General  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  Noil-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
as  12.  Particulars  of  two  ol  these  are  not  available.  . 


THE  NOTIFICATIONS  WERE  DIVIDED  AS  FOLLOWS: 


SOUTH. 

NORTH. 

Totals 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

>9 

20 

39 

Non-Pulmonary  do. 

10 

3 

•3 

Totals 

29 

23 

52 

5 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

At  home. 

Iii  hospital 

i 

o 

i 

i 

o 

o 

o 

Both  eyes  were  affected  and  the  patient  made  a  complete  recovery. 

NOTES  ON  THE  DISEASES  ENUMERATED  IN  THE  FOREGOING 

TABLES. 

SCAltLET  FEVER. 

Thirty-six  eases  were  notified,  there  were  49  in  1923,  and  55  in  1922.  There  was  no  death. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

ihe  decline  in  the  number  ui  cases  is  again  very  marked.  The  number  notified  in  1924  was 
10;  in  1923  it  was  27  ;  in  1922,  70;  in  1921,  139,  and  the  average  yearly  number  for  the  preceding  10 
years  is  78.  There  were  two  deaths. 

These  figures,  taken  with  those  of  Scarlet  Fever,  appear  to  offer  food  for  reflection.  That  they 
are  extremely  satisfactory,  so  far  as  they  go,  is  obvious,  but  it  would  be  still  more  satisfactory  if  the 
nature  of  the  conditions  which  have  favoured  this  remarkable  and  progressive  diminution  could  be 
ascertained  and  perpetuated.  Assuming  that  personal  contact  is  the  main  source  of  infection,  one  would 
expect  that  there  would  be  more  rather  than  fewer  cases,  since,  in  addition  to  the  congregation  of 
children  in  the  schools,  there  are  now  opportunities  of  contact  which  did  not  formerly  exist.  These  lie 
in  cheap  transport,  trams  and  buses,  ami  particularly  in  the  popularity  of  picture  houses,  where  children 
of  all  ages  assemble  in  great  numbers  and  under  conditions  which  cannot  be  described  as  inimical  to  the 
spread  of  infection.  Moreover,  there  is  undoubtedly  an  undesirable  degree  of  overcrowding  in  many  of 
the  dwellings  in  the  District.  In  spite  of  these  apparently  dangerous  conditions  the  number  of  cases  of 
these  two  diseases  is  getting  steadily  less. 

These  conditions,  with  the  exception  of  overcrowding,  are  likely  to  persist,  and  the  most  hopeful 
way  of  protecting  children  against  infection  is  by  increasing  their  physical  powers  of  resistance.  It  is 
possible,  and  even  probable,  that  a  general  improvement  in  this  direction  is  now  taking  place  owing  to 
the  work  of  Infant  \Velfares  and  of  School  Medical  inspection  and  Treatment.  It  can  indeed  be  specifi¬ 
cally  stated  that  the  removal  of  large  tonsils  or  of  adenoids  from  a  child’s  throat  enormously  increases  his 
chances  of  escaping  these  two  infections.  There  may  be  some  other  and  more  definite  explanation  of  this 
decline  in  infection,  but  it  is  wise  to  proceed  and  to  progress  in  the  policy  of  fortifying  the  individual  in 
every  possible  way. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Eight  cases  were  notified,  one  of  which  turned  out  to  be  wrongly  diagnosed.  There  was  no 
death.  There  were  seven  cases  in  1923,  and  two  in  1922.  Of  the  seven  true  cases  in  1924,  the  source  of 
infection  was  uofdiscovered  in  3  cases,  one  case  contracted  the  disease  in  the  course  of  her  duties  as  a 
Nurse  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  one  boy  was  supposed  to  have  been  infected  by  eating  Monkey  Nuts 
picked  up  in  the  mud  on  the  foreshore  of  the  river,  one  patient  was  infected  by  eating  confectionery  pre¬ 
pared  by  a  carrier  of  the  disease,  and  the  last  was  a  man  who  attributed  his  disease  to  drinking  “  stink¬ 
ing  ”  water  on  board  a  foreign  ship  lying  in  the  river. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

One  case  was  notified  and  recovered.  There  was  no  case  in  1923,  1922  or  1921. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Thirty- nine  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  there  were  23  deaths.  There 
were  50  notifications  in  1923,  and  the  average  number  of  the  preceding  ten  years  is  432.  Of  the  23 
deaths  from  this  disease,  9  cases  had  not  been  notified.  In  1923,  out  of  29  deaths  11  had  not  been 
notified.  This  shows  tl  at  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis  continues  to  be  incomplete,  and  it  is  possible 
that  some  confusion  in  the  matter  arises  between  the  Private  Practitioner  and  the  Local  Countv 
Tuberculosis  Officer.  Steps  have  now  been  taken  to  avoid  this  confusion,  and  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
will  notify  all  cases  which  come  under  his  observation,  except  those  which  he  has  ascertained  have 
already  been  notified  by  the  Practitioner.  Certain  new  Regulations  with  regard  to  this  matter  came  into 
force  on  the  first  of  January  of  the  current  year,  the  observance  ol  which  will  cause  a  further  improve¬ 
ment. 

ihere  were  13  notifications  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  12  deaths.  Of  the  12  deaths 
5  cases  had  not  been  notified. 


4.  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 


There  was  no  outstanding  cause  oi'  sickness  during  the  year. 


5.  SUMMARY  (For  reference)  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND 
OTHER  INSTITUTIONS,  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

These  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  Report  for  1921  and  have  undergone  no  change  except  that  the 
accommodation  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  (General)  Hospital,  situated  in  the  District,  has  been  increased  by 

20  beds. 

6.  LABORATORY  WORK. 


All  Laboratory  work  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council  at  Maidstone.  During  the  year  the 
following  examinations  were  made: — 


A 

free  of  cost. 


Total. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

For  Diphtheria 

50 

8 

48 

„  Tubercle 

108 

18 

90 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

10 

•> 

8 

„  Ringworm 

87 

1 

0 

1 

supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is 

kept  at  the  Police  Station 

and  is 

available  day  and 

night 


During  the  year  8  applications  for  this  Antitoxin  were  made,  and  (56,000  units  were  issued  at 
a  cost  to  the  Corporation  of  £4  Ids.  Id.  The  cost  in  1920  was  £9  14s.  (id.;  in  1922,  £10  (is.  5d.,  and 
in  1921  £08  18s.  6d. 

7.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS. 


The  following  are  in  force: — 

infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  :  Adopted  in  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890:  Adopted  in  1891. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 :  Adopted  in  1909. 

1  iye-laws : — 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  Made  in  September  1921. 

Offensive 'trades  (Fish  Frying)  ...  ...  Made  in  December,  1911. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (P.H.  Act,  187b). 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 


OPEN  PRIVIES. 

Twentv-fi  ve  OPEN  PRIVIES  were  abolished  during  the  year  and  replaced  by  W.C’s.  There 
are  still  about  100  open  privies  in  the  District.  In  the  last  17  years  804  have  ceased  to  exist. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

1  Leg  to  offer  my  17th  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  City. 

COMPLAINTS. 

*286  complaints  as  to  housing  defects  and  insanitary  conditions  were  received  and 
attended  to  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS. 

The  undermentioned  100  houses  were  inspected  and  reported  upon  to  the  Council 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts: — 


Baker  Street 
Burritt  Street  ... 
Cazeneuve  Street 
Commodore  Wharf 
Corporation  Street- 
Five  Bells  Lane  ... 
John  Street 
Love  Lane 
May  Road 
Miles  PI  SCO  .  . . 
Nyes  Cottages  ... 
Princes  Street 
Prospect  Place  ... 
Richard  Street  ... 
Rose  Street 


1 

17 

1 

3 
9 

4 
10 

2 

2 

3 

2 


1 

1 


7 


Star  Hill 
Alma  Place 
Brompton  Lane  ... 
Cromer  Road 
Friary  Place 
Glanville  Road  ... 
Grange  Road 
Prentice  Street  ... 
Wykeham  Street 


3 

1 

14 

1 

13 

1 

3 

1 

1 


Total  100 


Informal  Schedules,  giving  details  of  required  repairs  and  alterations,  were  served  on  the 
owners  of  the  houses  above  mentioned.  In  50  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices  under 
Section  28,  Housing,  Town  Planning  &c.,  Act,  1910. 

The  Council  re-considered  it  decision  made  in  1928  that  Nos.  62,  64,  06  and  68,  Frindshury 
Road  should  be  dealt  with  under  Section  28,  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919,  and  during  the  past 
year  Closing  Orders  regarding  these  houses  were  made. 

The  14  houses,  Nos.  28  to  38,  Corporation  Street,  and  Nos.  1  to  8,  Davis  Square,  mentioned  in 
last  vear.’s  report  as  likely  to  become  the  subject  of  appeal  by  the  owners  for  Closing  Orders,  were 
purchased  by  the  Council,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  carry  out  the  extensive  repairs  and  improvements 
necessary  to  put  them  into  good  habitable  condition. 


In  accordance  with  Demolition  Orders,  the  following  19  houses  were  demolished  during  the 


year  under  report : — 


Nos.  62,  64,  66,  68.  70,  72,  74  and  76,  Frindsbury  Road, 
Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  Kelly's  Cottages,  Frindsbury  Road, 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  Larkhill  Court,  High  Street, 


Another  cottage.  No.  9,  Dunnings  Lane,  was  also  demolished  in  connection  with  the  provision 
of  a  new  playground  for  Troy  d  own  Schools. 

A  notable  improvement  resulting  fr°m  Housing  Act  procedure  was  effected  at  the  28  houses, 
Nos.  53  to  89,  John  Street  and  Nos.  1,  2.  and  8.  Providence  Place.  These  houses,  which  were  in  very 
bad  condition,  were  thoroughly  overhauled  from  roofs  to  basements,  and  painted  and  decorated 
throughout ;  5  additional  wash-houses  and  11  new  W.C.’s  were  built,  and  all  the  houses  were  re¬ 
drained,  yards  were  repaved  and  the  gardens  were  all  re-fenced.  Incidentally,  another  desirable 
improvement  was  effected  as  the  work  necessitated  the  demolition  of  a  considerable  number  of 
dilapidated  and  dirty  fowl-houses,  which  of  themselves  weie  a  nuisance  and  an  eye-sore. 

N  UISANCK  1 NSPECTIONS. 


In  addition  Lo  the  IUU  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts,  494  other  premises  were  dealt 
with  on  account  of  existing  insanitary  conditions.  Notices  were  served,  re-inspections  followed,  and  in  all 
cases  of  re  drainage  or  extensive  repairs  frequent  visits  were  made  while  the  work  was  in  progress. 

In  two  cases  legal  proceedings  were  taken  to  secure  Orders  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and 

in  both  cases  these  were  made  by  the  court. 

* 


SAN  ITAR  V  1 M  PRO  YEMENI'S. 

As  the  result  of  Health  Department  action,  8,638  improvements  of 
in  properties  in  the  City  during  the  year.  The  details  are  as  set  out  below  : 


various  kinds  were  effected 


Houses  re-drained 

Houses  partly  re-drained 

School  partly  re-drained 

Defective  drains  repaired 

Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed 

New  ventilated  soilpipes  fixed 

New  ventshafts  fixed 

Soilpipes  or  ventshafts  repaired 

Privies  abolished  and  replaced  by  W.C.’s 

New  W.C.  apartments  built 

W.C.’s  provided  with  new  pans  and  traps 

W  .C.’s  provided  with  flushing  apparatus 

W.C.  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed 

New  urinals  built 

New  cesspools  dug 

Cesspools  enlarged 

Cesspools  repaired 

Old  cesspools  tilled  in  ... 

New  sinks  fixed 

Tiapped  sink  wastepipes  fixed 

Water  tests  applied 
Smoke  tests  applied 


100 

33 

1 

20 

179 

13 

67 

2 

25 

32 

141 

88 

49 

o 

•  •  • 

15 

21 

18 

...  25 

98 
201 
387 

199 


8 


MISCELLANEOUS 


No.  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  20 

Water  supply  laid  on  in  houses  ...  ...  ...  38 

Koofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  132 

Additional  light  to  rooms  provided  ...  ...  3 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Yards  re-paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

New  wash-houses  built  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  151 

Defective  windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  343 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  268 

Dirty  walls  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  348 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  303 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  (tenants’  neglect)  ...  ...  8 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  slaughter-house  built  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated  ...  ...  17 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  517 


Total  3638 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

The  emptying  of  cesspools  was  proceeded  with  regularly  during  the  year, 
and  the  work  done  by  the  plant  was  as  follows : — 

Total  number  of  loads  removed  by  day  gang  ...  ...  7,621 

Number  of  loads  removed  by  night-soil  men  : — 

From  Cesspools  ...  ...  979 

From  Privies  ...  ...  229  1208 


In  addition  to  the  above  work,  59  day  loads  and  13  night  loads  were  removed  from  cesspools 
ust  outside  the  City  boundary,  and  the  cost  of  this  work  was  charged  to  the  owners  concerned. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 


As  in  previous  years,  regular  visits  to  slaughter  houses  were  made  at  the  usual  times  of 
laughtering  including  evenings  and  Sundays.  The  total  number  of  such  visits  and  those  paid  to 
premises  where  food  is  exposed  or  prepared  for  sale  was  591.  The  following  food  was  condemned  as  being 
mfit  for  human  consumption. — 


6  carcases,  etc.,  of  cows 

1  carcase  of  a  heifer 

6  forequarters  of  cow  beef 

2  forequarters  of  heifer  beef 
13  carcases,  etc.,  of  pigs 

4  carcases,  etc.,  of  sheep 
1  carcase,  etc.,  of  a  lamb 
330  lbs.  imported  beef 
100  lbs.  salt  pork 

10  ox  heads  and  tongues 
1  ox  tongue 

3  ox  livers 

4  ox  kidneys 
13  pig’s  plucks 

5  pigs’  heads 

11  pigs’  livers 


(5  Tuberculosis,  1  casualty) 
(Tuberculosis) 


>> 

(4  Swine  Fever,  3  Tuberculosis,  5  Decomposition,  1  Fever) 
(Decomposition) 


(Tuberculosis) 

(Actinomycosis, 

(1  Tuberculosis,  2  Tumours) 
(Nephritis) 

(Decomposition) 

(Tuberculosis) 

(Cirrhosis) 


17  6-lb.  tins  corned  beef 
125  tins  of  fruit  and  vegetables 
72  tins  of  fish  and  meat 
4  cwt.  of  rice 
2  cwt.  of  haricot  beans 
72  packets  of  suet 
26  packages  of  meat  paste 
12  packets  of  shredded  wheat 
2  packets  of  peas 


7  lbs.  of  macaroni 
7  lbs.  of  jam 

4  lbs.  of  lentils 
3^  lbs.  of  tapioca 

3  lbs.  of  dessicated  cocoanut 

5  lbs  of  sugar 

3  bottles  of  pickles  and  sauce 
26  packets  of  other  foods 
g  gallon  of  milk 


DISINFECTION. 


114  rooms  were  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 
23  rooms  were  fumigated  with  the  object  of  destroying  vermin. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  OFFICE  WORK. 


Inspections — 

Primary  inspections  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  494 

House-to-house  inspections  ...  ...  ...  100 

Caravans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  09 

Re-inspections  after  service  of  notices  ...  ...  ...  189‘> 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  2089 

„  factories  and  workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  go 

„  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  475 

„  premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale  ...  ...  90 

„  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  ...  ...  ...  12a 

„  olfensive  trades  ...  ...  ...  20 

„  stables  and  mews  ...  ...  ...  ...  .<>14 

Visits  re-infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54$ 


Total  6396 


Office  Work — 

Letters  received  and  dealt  with 

( 'omplaints  received  and  dealt  with 

Letters  written 

Intimation  notices  served 

Statutory  Notices  served 

Notices  sent  out  re-cesspools  and  privies 

Notices  sent  to  schools  re-infectious  disease 

Plans  of  new  drainage  drawn 

Reports  to  Health  Committee 


1184 
286 
390 
594 
73 
316 
31 
1 18 
71 


1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


T.  TOPPING, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

1  here  are  seven  in  the  District,  four  of  which  are  registered  and  three  licensed.  During  the 
year  one  of  the  oldest  has  been  entirely  rebuilt,  and  is  now,  from  a  structural  point  of  view,  all  that  can 
be  desired.  All  have  been  systematically  inspected  during  tin*  year  and  many  additional  visits  have 
been  paid  at  other  times  and  at  times  of  slaughtering. 

A  gieat  deal  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  time  is  given  to  the  supervision  of  slaughtering  and 
slaughtei  houses  and  to  the  inspection  ol  meat,  and  it  may  ho  said  that  on  the  whole  the  conditions  found 
are  satisfactory.  New  Meat  Regulations  come  into  operation  in  the  current  year  and  steps  will  be  taken 
to  see  that  they  are  properly  carried  out. 


prepared. 


INSPECTION  OF  PLACES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED, 

In  addition  to  4<5  visits  to  slaughter  houses,  90  visits  were  paid  to  other  places  where  food  is 


DISINFECTION. 

I  he  disinfection  ol  rooms  and  their  contents  is  usually  undertaken  hv  means  of  formalin  spray¬ 
ing  or  vapour.  I  here  is  no  public  disinfecting  station  in  the  District,  but  occasionally  soft  articles  arc 
taken  to  St.  ’William's  Hospital  and  treated  by  steam  disinfection. 

I  here  is  no  provision  for  cleansing  and  disinfesting  verminous  persons  and  their  clothing,  blit  in 
a.M‘  ol  need  the  disinfesting  station  at  llie  Medway  Union  Infirmary  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Authorities. 
No  such  case  has  arisen  during  the  year. 


ACTION  TAKEN  WITH  REGARD  TO  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 


All  are  systematically  inspected  and  visited  at  other  times.  Reyond  the  undesirable  fact  that 
milk  is  still  sold  in  a  few  general  shops,  the  condit'ons  found  in  the  Dairies  and  Milkshops  are  satis- 
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factory,  and  a  reasonable  regard  is  paid  to  cleanliness  and  to  tlm  protection  of  the  milk  from  contamina¬ 
tion.  The  Cowsheds,  however,  are,  in  some  instances,  still  far  from  displaying  those  measures  of  care  and 
cleanliness  without  which  the  production  of  clean  milk  is  impossible. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  ORDER. 

No  application  for  registration  under  this  Order  was  received  during  the  year. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Seventy-four  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year.  They  were: — 


Milk  ...  ...  37 

Lard  ...  ...  11 

Margarine  ...  ...  8 

Vinegar  ...  ...  6 

Putter  ...  ...  5 

Cream  ...  ...  4 

Preserved  Cream  ...  1 

Cheese  ...  ...  1 

Tea...  ...  ...  1 


74 


live  samples  were  adulterated,  all  being  milk. 

Prosecutions  were  undertaken  in  respect  of  two  of  these  cases,  and  the  following  fines  were 
inflicted  : — £1  (Js.  Od.  including  costs  (added  colouring  matter)  and  £3  Os.  Od.  including  costs  (deficient 

in  fat). 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS. 

Xo  specific  action  under  these  Regulations  was  taken  during  the  year  other  than  that  recorded 
above  under  the  heading  of  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  taken  in  this  matter  during  the  year. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 

-*  % 

1924,  for  the  CITY  OF  ROCHESTER, 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

(0 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written  Notices. 
(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

6 

3 

Nil. 

Woikshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

1 14 

6 

Nil. 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

o 

o 

Nil. 

Total  ... 

120 

9 

Nil. 
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2— Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

ol 

Particulars. 

(x) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 

H.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

9 

7 

... 

... 

Want  of  ventilation 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Overcrowding 

I 

1 

... 

... 

Want  of  Diainage  of  floor 

. 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Nuisances... 

4 

4 

... 

... 

f  insufficient 

2 

I 

... 

... 

Sanitary  accommodation 

unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

2 

3** 

... 

... 

(_  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 

... 

*  *  * 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouses  (s.  IOI) 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Offences  ... 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921). 

... 

* 

Total... 

,8 

1 

t6 

Nil. 

! 

Nil. 

♦Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  ;,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  1901,  as 

remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

•‘Includes  1  inspected  in  1923 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Number  of  inspections  of  factories  and  workshops  during  the  year  120 
Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  •••  1° 

Written  Notices  ...  ...  •••  •••  9 

Remedied  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  D* 

Homework — Wearing  Apparel.  Lists  received  Id.  Outworkers — Workmen,  11. 

Workshops  on  Register  at  end  of  year  : — 

Workshops,  67.  Domestic  Workshops,  53.  Bakehouses,  15.  Total  135. 

Matters  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector,  3  (2  remedied). 

8.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


The  Stall  is  as  follows  : — 


Superin 
is  paid. 

paid. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Also  Port  Medical  Officer,  School  Medical  Officer  and  Medical 
tendent  of  St.  William’s  Isolation  Hospital.  Whole  time.  A  contribution  to  this  Officer’s  salary 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Whole  time.  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate.  A  contribution  is 

First  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector.  Whole  time.  Meat  Inspectors  Certificate.  No  contri- 


Seeoml  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  <a  yearly  appointment).  W  hole  time.  No  contribution. 
First  Health  Visitor.  Whole  time.  A  contribution  is  paid  to  this  Officer’s  salary  and  she 
holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  and  is  a  Sanitary  Inspector  by  examination  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Second  Health  Visitor.  Whole  time.  Her  qualifications  are  as  for  the  First  Health  Visitor,  and 
a  contribution  is  paid. 

Clerk.  Whole  time.  No  contribution. 
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1  he  above  Staft  has,  up  to  the  present,  been  able  to  deal  with  its  ever  increasing  duties  in  an 
fficient  niannei,  but  there  has  been  no  margin  for  times  of  emergency  and  all  have  to  give,  on  occasions 
ime  out  of  office  hours  to  get  the  work  done.  This  they  always  do  in  the  most  cheerful  and  ungrudging 
lanner.  But  a  point  will  be  surely  reached,  if  it  is  not  here  already,  when  a  choice  will  have  to  be  made 
etween  increasing  the  Staff  and  an  inadequate  performance  of  its  numerous  duties. 

9.  HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

'  b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919,  1923  or  1924  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ..  ...  0 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  26 


1.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


Inspection — 

(1)  1  otal  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 


326 

100 

4 

96 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL.  NOTICES. 

287 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  tit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 


A. 


B. 


C. 


Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
1919. 


Planning,  &c.,  Act, 


il)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of. formal  notices  : — 


(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning 
&c.,  Act,  1909.  6’ 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders 

(2;  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demoli¬ 

tion  Orders  ... 

*One  carried  over  from  previous  year. 


50 


36 

0 

0 

23 


24* 

0 


4 

4 

0 

4 

19 
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As  in  1923,  no  house  has  been  fully  completed  as  part  of  a  Municipal  Housing  scheme.  Sixty, 
however,  are  under  construction,  most  of  them  well  advanced.  When  they  are  finished  the  total  will  be 
154.  Forty-three  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year  as  against  29  in  1923. 

10.  GENERAL. 

With  the  object  of  maintaining  a  continuous  record  for  future  reference,  the  following  tables 
and  other  information  are  included  in  the  Report. 

A.  TABLE  OF  COM  FAR  I  SOX  FOR  THE  YEAR  1924. 


England  and  AY  ales  ... 

Birth  Rate. 
18-8 

Death  Rate. 
12-2 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1000  births. 

75 

105  Great  Towns 

194 

12-3 

80 

157  Smaller  Towns  ... 

18-9 

11-2 

71 

London  ... 

12T 

121 

69 

Rochester 

16’8 

114 

60  4 

n.  INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  which  was  458  deaths  per  1000  births  in  1923,  has  risen  to  00  4, 
which  figure,  however,  is  well  below  the  figure  for  the  157  Smaller  Towns  given  above.  There  has  been 
a  general  rise  in  this  rate  all  over  the  countrv. 

Table  No.  III.  shows  that  33  infants  died  under  the  age  of  l  year,  and  that  540  infants  were 
born.  In  1923  there  were  28  deaths  and  01  I  births.  There  is  thus  a  very  considerable  fall  in  the  birth 
rate,  which  is  also  common  to  the  rest  of  the  country.  As  a  rule  a  low  mortality  rate  accompanies  a  low 
birth  rate.  The  death  rate  under  consideration  is  still  low  in  comparison  with  former  years,  hut  it  does 
not  on  this  occasion  follow  the  general  rule. 

Analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  shows  that  out  of  the  33  deaths  no  fewer  than  17  took  place 
under  the  age  of  4  weeks,  and  that  13  of  these  were  definitely  attributed  to  Premature  Birth.  Nine 
were  caused  by  diseases  of  the  lungs.  Five  only  were  certified  as  due  to  diseases  of  the  Alimentary 
Tract.  The  last  fact  seems  to  shew  that,  as  in  former  years,  Dried  Milk  is  a  suitable  food  for  infants,  and 
that  the  care  and  skill  of  the  Health  Yisitors  are  meeting  with  satisfactory  results.  Very  little  can  be 
done  for  infants  prematurely  born,  and  perhaps  it  is  as  well  that  large  numbers  of  them  do  not  survive, 
especially  when  the  causes  which  commonly  lead  to  prematurity  are  taken  into  consideration. 

In  the  matter  of  the  nine  deaths  from  Lung  Diseases  the  climatic  conditions  must  be  taken 
into  account  but  still  more,  since  most  of  these  deaths  are  probably  avoidable,  must  some  degree  of 
responsibility  rest  on  the  mothers,  many  of  whom  are  insufficiently  informed  as  to  the  proper  care  and 
management  of  babies.  No  girl  should  be  allowed  to  leave  school  until  she  has  had  ample  opportunity 
of  being  educated  in  Personal  and  Domestic  Hygiene  and  in  Mothereraft. 

<j.  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  Venereal  Diseases  in  Rochester,  treated  at  the  clinic  at  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital  during  the  last  eight  years:— 


Year. 

New  Cases. 

Attendances. 

1917 

15 

— 

1918 

31 

118 

1919 

87 

175 

1920 

72 

278 

1921 

63 

705 

1922 

O  ( 

455 

1923 

42 

593 

1924 

53 

6^2 

i).  LOCAL  RAINFALL  IN  1924. 

28.57  inches  of  rain  fell  in  the  District  in  1924.  There  were  24’29  inches  in  1923  and  the 
average  rainfall  for  the  preceding  10  years  is  23‘2  inches. 

E.  RATS. 

During  the  year  5029  rats  were  destroyed  by  the  Corporation  Rat  Catcher  and  their  bodies 
recovered.  In  1923  the  number  was  5530,  in  1922 — 6002.  in  1921 — 0214,  and  in  1920 — 4390.  During 
the  year  3099  baits  were  laid  which  no  doubt  accounted  for  many  additional  deaths.  Forty-three 
applications  were  received  from  private  persons  for  the  Rat  Catcher’s  services. 

In  the  Report  for  1923,  the  question  of  the  value  of  the  Rat  Catcher's  services  was  discussed, 
and  there  can  lie  no  doubt  that  he  is  doing,  and  doing  wa  ll,  work  of  great  importance. 

There  is  no  more  noxious  and  dangerous  vermin  than  the  Rat.  He  has  no  redeeming  feature, 
he  is  highly  destructive,  lie  is  a  gross  and  dirty  feeder,  devouring  much  and  fouling  more,  he  lends 
himself  as  a  vehicle  for  disseminating  Plague  and  probably  other  diseases,  and  in  point  of  fecundity  lie  is 
astounding.  Measures  for  his  suppression  should  be  augmented  rather  than  curtailed. 
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TABLE  1. 
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Area  of  District  in  Acres  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  2936. 
*  For  Birth  Rate.  +  For  Death  Rate. 


TABLE  II 


» 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROCHESTER 
M.B.  1924. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

All  causes 

178 

191 

1  Enteric  Fever 

2  Small-pox 

. .  • 

... 

3  Measles  ... 

•  .  • 

4  Scarlet  Fever 

... 

5  Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

... 

6  Diphtheria 

1 

1 

7  Influenza... 

2 

5 

8  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

9  Meningococcal  Meningitis  ... 

.  • 

... 

10  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

1 1 

12 

1  1  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 

3 

9 

12  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

20 

25 

13  Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

... 

2 

14  Diabetes  ... 

2 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

IC 

12 

16  Heart  Disease 

22 

33 

17  Arterio-sclerosis 

10 

7 

18  Bronchitis 

12 

10 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

1 1 

20  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

2 

1 

21  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo¬ 
denum  ... 

4 

22  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

3 

2 

23  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

... 

24  Cirrhosis  ot  Liver  ... 

2 

... 

25  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

6 

3 

26  Puerperal  Sepsis 

•  •  • 

27  Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi¬ 
tion 

1 

28  Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Premature 
Birth  ... 

9 

9 

29  Suicide 

2 

2 

30  Other  L'eaths  from  Violence... 

9 

2 

31  Other  Defined  Diseases 

34 

43 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

.  . 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

... 

Deaths  of  Infants  ( 

*7 

16 

under  1  year  j  IlkgiUlMte ... 

1 

I 

Total  Births  ... 

262 

284 

Legitimate  ... 

251 

271 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 1 

!3 

D  ...  ,  (Birth  Rate 

Population  for  }Dcalh  Rate  _ 

32,49° 

32,090 

This  Table  is  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General. 
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TABLE  lit. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1924. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  Year  of  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

4  Weeks 

4  Weeks  and 

under  3  Months 

3  Months  and 

under  6  Months 

6  Months  and 

under  9  Months 

9  Months  and 

under  12  Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year 

All  (  Certified 

Causes.  "[  Uncertified 

7 

7 

I 

2 

i7 

4 

6 

3 

3 

33 

Measles 

Whooping%Cough 

i 

i 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis  .. 

Bronchitis  ... 

I 

i 

I 

i 

i 

2 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

i 

i 

2 

3 

Diarrhoea  ... 

i 

i 

Enteritis  ... 

3 

i 

4 

Injury  at  Birth 

Congenital  Malformation 

i 

• 

I 

Premature  Birth 

7 

5 

1 

>3 

13 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

I 

i 

I 

i 

3 

Other  Causes 

i 

l 

i 

Totals 

7 

7 

I 

2 

>7 

4 

6 

3 

-y 

3 

33 

Nett  Births  registered  j  legitimate,  522.  Nett  Deaths  re-  |  legitimate  infants,  3 1 
during  the  calender  illegitimate,  24.  gistered  during 

year  ...  ...  I  the  calendar  year  /  illegitimate  infants,  2 


This  table  shews  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  60^4  per  1,000  births; 
that  the  same  rate  amongst  legitimate  infants  was  59-3  and  amongst  illegitimate 
infants,  83  3. 


I11  1923  the  same  rates  were  respectively 
In  1922  „ 

In  1921  „  „ 


45  8  ;  40-9  ;  and  160. 
58-5  ;  57‘6  1  and  8o* 
77 '3  1  72’3  j  and  238. 


It 


ST.  WILLIAM'S  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


One  hundred  and  twelve  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  average  for  the  preceding 
10  years  is  288.  One  hundred  and  sixty-five  cases  were  admitted  in  192!  :  240  in  1922  and  419  in  1921. 


ROCHESTER. 


Age.  Scarlet  Fever 

.  Tvphoid  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Total.  Total  from  Rochester. 

Under  Five  ...  3 

0 

0 

•  ) 

o 

Five  and  upwards  ...  2b 

6 

9 

41 

44 

CHATHAM. 

Total  from  Chatham. 

Under  Five  ...  8 

1 

4 

13 

Five  and  upwards  .. .  20 

18 

10 

54 

07 

68 

25 

23 

111 

111 

In  addition,  one  case  of  Cerebvo  S 

pinal  Meningitis 

was  admitted  from  Rochester. 

The  mortality  was  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever 

There 

was  one  death 

Diphtheria 

•  •  •  •  • 

There 

was  one  death 

Typhoid  Fever  .  . 

... 

There 

was  no  death 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

... 

There 

was  no  death 

Average  number  of  days  detained 

in  hospital : — 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  •  • 

45-9 

Diphtheria 

... 

322 

Typhoid  Fever 

... 

52-6 

Oases  which  terminated  in  death,  a 


id  cases 


wrongly  diagnosed  are  not  included  in  these 


averages. 

From  the  above  figures  it  is  clear  that  the  Hospital  has  had  a  very  light  year,  and  the  mortality 
statistics,  particularly  with  regard  to  Typhoid  Fever  are  very  satisfactory.  There  is  one  point,  however, 
to  which  it  is  necessary  to  draw  attention  and  that  is,  the  large  number  of  wrongly  ‘diagnosed  cases  sent 
to  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 

The  percentage  of  such  cases  has  rapidly  risen  in  the  last  two  years.  It  was  44  in  1922,  84  in 

1928,  and  12'7  in  1924.  This  shows  a  progressive  rate  of  increase  w  hich  is  difficult  to  explain.  It  is 

inevitable  that  there  should  lie  some  cases  of  w  rong  diagnosis  but  the  figures  have  now  reached  such  a 
point  as  cannot  be  ignored. 

No  case  should  be  sent  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  without  the  most  careful  consideration.  It  is 
unfair  to  the  patient,  it  is  unfair  to  the  Hospital  and  dangerous  to  both,  that  a  case  should  be  sent  in 

before  all  reasonable  steps  have  been  taken  to  make  a  reliable  diagnosis.  In  Typhoid  Fever  and  in 

Diphtheria  such  a  diagnosis  can  be  verified  by  bacteriological  methods,  and  in  all  but  the  most  obvious 
cases  this  should  be  done.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  two  Districts  will  co¬ 
operate  with  the  Authorities,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  in  this  matter. 


Report  as  to  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Memreks  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Committee. 

Health  Department, 

Guildhall,  Rochester 

Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  performed 
during  the  year  1924. 

FORM  A. 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  Sanitary  District  during  the  year  1924. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

reported 

of  order 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Inspected. 

to  be  defective. 

issued. 

.  Steamers 

Foreign  ]  Sailing 

250 

J  1  0 ,  <  0  • J 

224 

89 

89 

17 

9235 

15 

4 

4 

(  Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign 

273 

1 24,988 

289 

98 

93 

.  Steamers 

Coastwise  ■  Sailing 
(  Fishing 

589 

212,881 

498 

184 

184 

138 

11,007 

181 

22 

22 

17 

0 

17 

0 

0 

Total  Coastwise 

744 

223,388 

040 

212 

212 

Total  Foreign  and  Coastwise 

1,017 

348,37  0 

885 

305 

305 

All  orders  issued  were  informal  and  all  were  complied  with. 
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FORM  B. 


As  far  as  is  known,  no  rats  were  destroyed  on  board  any  vessel. 

FORM  C. 

No  vessels  arrived  from  plague  infected  Ports. 

FORM  D. 

No  vessels  were  subjected  to  Measures  of  Rat  Destruction. 

The  following  Vessels  were  also  boarded  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector: — 


1  larges 

741 

Canal  Boats 

107 

Lighters 

llfi 

yj 

Water  Boats  ... 

2 

number  of  vessels 

inspected 

1 8:10 

number  in  1 92.'! 

1931 

1922.. 

.. 

2018 

1921.. 

1867 

1920.. 

•  •  • 

2011 

1919.. 

1973 

1918.. 

... 

1952 

1917. 

1980 

1916.. 

1932 

1915.. 

2467 

1914.. 

2914 

NUMBER  AND  NATIONALITY  OF  VESSELS. 

British,  1709;  Norwegian,  40 ;  Dutch,  29 ;  Swedish,  15;  Belgian,  11  ;  German,  10  ;  Danish,  7 ; 
t  rench,  4:  Finnish,  2  :  Greek,  1  ;  Russian,  1  ;  Esthonian,  1. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  chief  imports  are  Timber,  Coal,  China  Clay,  Flour,  Fruit,  Stone,  Corn,  various  Seeds  and 
Kernels  for  making  Cattle  (dike,  and  Wood  Pulp. 

The  chief  articles  exported  are  Cement,  Cattle  Cake  and  Oil. 

Import  Trade  is  carried  on  with  Scandinavian,  French,  Dutch,  German  and  Baltic  Ports  in 
Furope,  and  with  Chinese  and  West  African  Ports. 

Cement  is  shipped  to  practically  all  parts  of  the  world,  either  direct  or  first  taken  to  London  for 
prans-shipment. 

The  principal  British  Ports  with  which  trade  is  carried  on  are  the  Tyne,  Hum  her.  Tees  and 
Sunderland,  most  of  the  Scottish  Ports,  Liverpool,  Dublin,  Bristol,  Cardiff,  Swansea,  Barry  and  London. 

PORT  OF  ROCHESTER. 

REPORT  AS  TO  EXECUTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS  ACTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1924. 

Name  and  Address  of  Inspector — Henry  Evans,  62,  Weston  Road,  Strood,  Rochester. 

Remuneration  ...  £4  per  annum. 

No  boat  was  detained  during  the  year. 


Number  of  new  boats  registered 


33 

boats  re-registered  owing  to  structural  alterations 

0 

33 

33 

„  for  other  reasons 

0 

33 

33 

„  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1924 

130 

3’ 

33 

„  inspected  ... 

107 

33 

33 

„  with  one  or  more  infringements 

21 

Total  number  of  infringements 

28 

3^ 

33 

„  „  remedied 

28 

33 

33 

„  women  on  boats  inspected 

2 

33 

33 

„  children  under  5  years  ... 

0 

33 

33 

„  boats  on  Register 

CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  INFRINGEMENTS. 

130 

0 


Masters  without  Certificates 
Boats  not  properly  marked  ... 

Cabins  not  in  cleanly  condition 
Cabins  out  of  repair 
Cabins  requiring  to  be  painted 
Boats  with  defective  bulkheads 
Drinking  water  vessels  to  he  provided 
Leaky  decks  causing  wet  berths 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  met  with  during  the  ye 
teps  in  respect  of  any  infringement. 


o 

»> 

O 

7 

1 
5 

2 
o 


nor  was  it  necessaiy  to  take  legal 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  PORT. 


Systematic  inspections  of  the  shipping  of  the  Port  are  made  and  vessels  specially  visited, 
and  their  crews  medically  inspected  as  occasion  requires. 

For  many  years  there  has  been  an  arrangement  with  the  Port  of  London  by  which  their 
Medical  Officer  boarded  ships  bound  for  the  Port  of  Rochester,  at  Sheerness.  This  arrangement,  so  long 
as  it  was  efficiently  carried  out,  afforded  a  safeguard  for  the  Port  of  Rochester  who  paid  the  Port  of 
London  £100  a  year  for  the  services  of  their  Medical  Officer  in  this  respect.  It  now  appears  that  in 
recent  years  the  boarding  at  Sheenies  has  been  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance  and 
that  at  present  it  is  not  being  carried  out  at  all. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  the  Port  of  London  has  advised  his  Authority  that  it  is  impracticable 
and  even  unnecessan  to  coutinue  the  inspections  at  Sheerness.  The  Port  of  Rochester,  it  is  presumed, 
will  discontinue  the  payment  of  the  £100  and  will  accept  the  additional  responsibility  thus  imposed  upon 
them.  The  matter,  however,  has  not  been  finally  settled  and  in  the  meantime  your  Officials  are  alive  to 
the  altered  conditions  which  have  arisen.  They  are  the  better  able  to  deal  with  these  conditions  now 
that  the  Port  is  equipped  with  a  Motor  Boat,  and  it  may  be  added  that  early  in  the  current  year  an 
assistant  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed. 

The  Port  has  no  special  provision  for  cleansing  and  disinfesting  verminous  persons  and  their 
belongings,  but  in  case  of  need  the  disinfesting  station  at  the  Medway  Infirmary  would  he  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Port  Authorities. 

The  Local  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  receives  cases  of  Small  Pox,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever, 
Typhoid  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

WATER  BOATS. 

Two  boats  are  used  for  supplying  ships  with  water  for  drinking  purposes.  The  tanks  of  each 
boat  have  been  cleaned  out  and  limewashed  four  times  during  the  year. 

CASES  OF  SICKNESS. 

On  September  18th,  the  s.s.  “Pendawes”  arrived  from  Bathurst,  and  was  boarded  by  the 
Medical  Officer,  who  examined  the  crew  of  25.  I’wo  of  the  crew  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
pneumonia  and  were  sent  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 

On  August  1st,  a  man  on  board  the  s.s.  “  Moontleet  ’’  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Measles 
and  was  treated  on  board. 

Seventy-one  other  cases  of  sickness  come  under  observation,  none  of  which  were  serious  or 
infectious. 

Venereal  Disease. — The  local  facilities  for  treating  Venereal  Disease  are  fully  made  known  to 
each  vessel  on  entering  the  Port.  No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 


PASSENGERS. 

As  far  as  is  known,  no  passengers  arrived  in  the  Port. 


CARGOES. 

Cargoes  of  Flour,  Potatoes,  Grain,  Meal,  Sugar,  Onions  and  Grapes,  to  the  total  number  of  103, 
were  examined,  and  mostly  found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

Otterham  Quay,  Halstow  and  Whitewall  were  visited  from  time  to  time  and  offer  no  matter  for 

comment. 

Riverside  factories  and  wharves  have  been  periodically  visited  and  the  Port  Regulations  duly 

posted. 

Thirteen  dead  dogs  found  on  the  foreshore  were  buried. 

SHELL  FISH  BEDS. 

There  are  shell  fish  layings  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  River,  and  while  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  River  is  free  from  pollution,  the  fish  gathered  from  these  layings  are  invariably  found  to  be  clean  on 
the  occasions  of  the  frequent  examinations  to  which  they  are  subjected.  Shell  fish,  however,  picked  up 
from  unauthorized  places  nearer  the  City  are  always  dangerous,  and  numbers  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever, 
have,  in  the  past,  been  traced  to  their  consumption. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  notices  served  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector 
during  the  year  on  vessels,  other  than  Canal  Boats,  and  the  nuisances  discovered  and  dealt  with 
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Foreign 

Coastwise 

Barges 

Total 

Forecastles  to  cleanse 

53 

90 

0 

143 

Cabins  to  cleanse 

0 

0 

20 

20 

Forecastles  to  paint 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Cabins  to  paint 

0 

0 

5 

5 

Defective  light  in  cabins  or  forecastles  ... 

2 

2 

0 

4 

Defectived  ventilation  in  cabins  or  forecastles 

0 

7 

0 

7 

Leaky  decks  causing  wet  berths 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Drinking  water  tanks  to  cleanse 

9 

21 

15 

45 

Defective  bulkheads 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Stoves  and  funnels  to  renew 

2 

9 

4 

15 

W.C.’s  to  cleanse  and  disinfect 

39 

58 

0 

97 

Peaks  and  lazarettes  to  cleanse  and  limewash 

2 

11 

0 

13 

Side  scuttles  and  deck  prisms  to  refit  ... 

7 

37 

0 

44 

P>ilges  to  cleanse  and  disinfect 

4 

0 

1 

5 

Defective  floors  in  cabins  or  forecastles  . . . 

0 

1 

o 

o 

4 

Food  cupboards  to  cleanse,  paint  or  ventilate 

9 

31 

4 

44 

Dirty  old  beds  burnt 

12 

9 

0 

21 

Skylights  to  glaze 

To  remove  filth  from  forecastle 

0 

0 

7 

7 

15 

3 

0 

18 

Sleeping  berths  to  paint 

12 

14 

4 

30 

To  provide  bottom  boards  to  sleeping  berths 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Skylight  and  scuttle  hatch  combings  to  caulk 

To  repair  W.C.  seats  and  doors 

0 

3 

1 

4 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Seat  lockers  to  repair 

0 

1 

2 

3 

Cabin  ladders  to  repair 

0 

0 

5 

5 

Manhole  door  to  provide  to  drinking  water  tank 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Bow  lockers  to  clean  out  ... 

2 

3 

0 

5 

Mess-room  tables  to  repair... 

2 

1 

0 

3 

Ventilator  flanges  to  renew 

0 

2 

4 

6 

Leaky  pawl  anu  windlass  bitts  to  caulk 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Ship  stoves  to  remove  from  crew  space... 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Forecastle  to  dry  and  ventilate 

1 

2 

0 

3 

Defective  scuppers  in  forecastle 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Leaky  hawse  pipes  in  forecastle 

1 

0 

0 

1 

176 

All  notices  were  complied  with. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S. 

325 

PRITCHETT 

79 

580 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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